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EU Election Follow-up Mission encourages legal reforms that safeguard fundamental rights 
in line with regional and international standards for democratic elections 

Malé, 10 November 2025 
 
The European Union has deployed an Election Follow-up Mission (EU EFM) to the Maldives to assess 
progress towards electoral reform. The EU EFM is led by Mr. Nacho Sánchez Amor, former Chief 
Observer of the EU Election Observation Mission (EOM) to the 2023 Presidential Election and a Member 
of the European Parliament. The EFM has met a wide range of Maldivian electoral stakeholders, including 
members of the Government, the Elections Commission of Maldives, the Anti-Corruption Commission, 
the National Human Rights Commission, and representatives of political parties and civil society. The 
mission organised a roundtable of electoral stakeholders, on 10 November, where participants had the 
opportunity to discuss the implementation of the EU EOM 2023 recommendations and the status of 
electoral reform. 
 
The Chief of Mission, Mr. Nacho Sánchez Amor, when chairing the roundtable meeting of electoral 
stakeholders, outlined today: “It is now mid-way through the electoral cycle leading to the next 
presidential election. In the course of speedy and broad legislative changes during the ongoing term, 
despite some changes to the electoral legal framework, the opportunity to address the EU EOM 
recommendations was barely taken. In the process of legal reforms, fundamental rights like the freedom 
of expression and assembly must be safeguarded. The separation of powers and the independence of 
institutions must be upheld, and changes to the constitutional and legal framework be conducted in a 
consultative manner.” Mr. Sanchez Amor added: “Renewed efforts should be undertaken to enhance 
accountability in political finance, effectively combat the misuse of state resources and vote buying as 
well as the instrumentalization of state-owned enterprises in the electoral campaign. The government 
assured me that they are aware of the problem and are already reducing personnel in oversized 
enterprises.” 
 
The EU EOM in 2023 made 20 recommendations, which addressed diverse aspects of elections, 
including the legal framework, the election administration, political party and campaign finance, media 
and social media, and the political participation of women, persons with disabilities, and youth. 
Implementation of ten of these recommendations would require legal amendments. Seven 
recommendations were identified as being of priority. 
 
In a press conference held today, Chief of Mission Sánchez Amor commented on the implementation 
status of the recommendations: “While only one of the recommendations has been implemented in full, it 
is positive to note there are institutional initiatives which could represent progress in the advancement of 
political participation. Not only voter, but in particular civic education should be continued and engage 
in particular the younger generation in the political process. Additionally, affirmative action measures 
should be considered to ensure the nomination of women to leadership positions, including to independent 
bodies like the Elections Commission.” Mr. Sánchez Amor highlighted: “Three years remain in which 
electoral reforms can be undertaken ahead of the next presidential election. Implementation of the 
recommendations offered by the EU EOM, particularly the priority ones, would greatly enhance 
transparency, accountability and inclusive participation in the electoral process.” 
 
Mr. Sánchez Amor went on to say that: “The EU will support continued democracy and good governance 
in the Maldives and stakeholders in their efforts to promote electoral reforms.” 
 
The EU Election Follow-up Mission will publish a Final Report, at a later stage. 
The Final Report of the EU Election Observation Mission 2023 is available at: 
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eom-maldives-2023/final-report-presidential-election-maldives-2023_en  

https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eom-maldives-2023/final-report-presidential-election-maldives-2023_en

